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ORD STAGE 2 — FOOD CROPS 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.53 pm]: I rise tonight to talk briefly about the article on 
page 1 of “West Business” in The West Australian today in relation to the Australian Agricultural Company that 
has put its hand up to grow cotton on the Ord River. The entire 15 000 hectares of land is to be leased under the 
Ord expansion next month. Quite clearly, we now have an application to grow cotton in that area. Despite the 
fact that the Ord River project and expansion was initially touted as the new food-producing region of Western 
Australia, it is obvious from the kinds of projects that the government is allowing into that area that indeed we 
are now looking at crops that are not in the interests of producing food. Also we note that the cotton up there will 
have to be Bt cotton, which is, as we know, genetically modified. The project overall will cost approximately 
$300 million, which is $100 million up on what was originally projected. It will be interesting to note what 
occurs there.  

In my discussions with some of the growers on the Ord, they are really very concerned about large, multinational 
operations of monoculture operating in that region. The three proponents bidding for the 25-year-plus lease on 
taxpayer-owned Ord land include the country’s biggest landholder, a private Chinese bidder intending to grow 
sugar and an Australian-backed venture planning to grow sandalwood. None of these industries truly constitutes 
the growing of food crops as per the original intention of the project, despite Minister Grylls’ assertions that 
sugar is edible and cottonseed oil is part of the feedstock industry. Certainly to try to make a case that the Ord 
expansion is a project that will benefit the Kimberley is a furphy. Although it looks like the Nationals are making 
massive investments into the region, the fact is that the massive investments are largely going to private 
enterprise either in the eastern states or overseas, which will do little to support regional industry or Indigenous 
enterprise. 
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